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Dear Mr Prescott

RESEARCH INTO THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PPG6

As you may have read in the planning and property press, CB Hillier Parker has recently appointed by
the DTLR to undertake an evaloation of the effectivencss of PPGO and subsequent Ministerial policy
clarifications.

This is an important research project, which provides the opportunity to gauge the views of key
organisations involved in town centres and retailleisure development and we would value your
comments.

We do not want to constrain either the length, or scope of your response, but we attach a summary of
some of the issues which we consider may be relevant, to help to guide you in formulating a response,
Where possible we would welcome evidence or examples to support your views. Naturally, we
would urge vou to gauge the views of others in your organisation, o, alternatively, 1o appoint a
nominated individual or consultant to co-ordinate your response. However, we would be grateful if
you could respond to us by 16 November.

If you would like to discuss this project in more detail, please do not hesitate to contact me or my
eolleague, Liz Cannings on 020 7882 8932,

Y ours sincerely

A

C J B GODDARD
Senior Director
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Reswarch Into the Efectivaness of PPGS
Key lssuas

- Is PPG& clear in the scope of issues covered e.g. its applicability to retail, leisurs and othar
sactors?

- Asa the cbiectives of FPGE clear, consistent and unombiguows? Are some regarded as more
important than others?

Does PPGE (ond subssquent Ministerial darifications] provide cleor guidance 1o lecal
authorities ond businesses an how to plon for fown centras and ratail and laiswre development®

- ls ary further palicy clarification required on issues such as nead, sequenticl opproach, impact,
fransportafion #

s any further pelicy darification required on different types of develapmant such as food store
extensions, bulky goods stares, leisure developments or mulfiplex cinamos?

Is any furthar policy clarificotion required on the approprioie type and size of development in
different fypes of location such as market towns, district ar local contres?

Does the Governmamt’s opproach provide suffident balance batwean control measuras and
ancowragament of the prooctive appreach to town cantra developmeni? Does PPGS come
oErass s encouraging dovelopment?

" Hoz the policy guidance in PPGS and subsequant Ministerial clarifications had o tangible effed
on naw town cenfre investment and if so how?

- Has the policy guidance in FPG4 ond subsequent Ministerial clarifications hod o tangible effect
on refoilors/leisure aperatars/developars alitudes and adions and if so how?

Do the Governmant’s policies apply equally fo all vpes of redail and leisure developmant, and
should there be diffaront treaiment for diffarent types of retail, leisure ond ather development
when considering need and sequential opprooch?

- Would it be helpful if the Government produced good proctice guidance on parficular issues?
If so which ones?

- Crvarall, do you consider PPGS and subsequent Ministerial clarficafions hova bean effective

when measured ogainst the Governments objeciives and if not, how could the guidance be
further improvad?

B [ Hillker Porims
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